\u3cem\u3eLaunching through the Surf\u3c/em\u3e Traveling Exhibit Panel 09: Building a Dory by Marshall, Tyrone & Marshall, Brenda DeVore
Linfield College 
DigitalCommons@Linfield 
Launching through the Surf Traveling Exhibit Launching through the Surf: The Dory Fleet of Pacific City 
2014 
Launching through the Surf Traveling Exhibit Panel 09: Building a 
Dory 
Tyrone Marshall 
Linfield College 
Brenda DeVore Marshall 
Linfield College 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/dory_exhibit 
 Part of the Cultural History Commons, Oral History Commons, Speech and Rhetorical Studies 
Commons, and the Theatre and Performance Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Marshall, Tyrone and Marshall, Brenda DeVore, "Launching through the Surf Traveling Exhibit Panel 09: 
Building a Dory" (2014). Launching through the Surf Traveling Exhibit. 20. 
https://digitalcommons.linfield.edu/dory_exhibit/20 
This Exhibit Panel is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It is brought to you for free via open access, 
courtesy of DigitalCommons@Linfield, with permission from the rights-holder(s). Your use of this Exhibit Panel 
must comply with the Terms of Use for material posted in DigitalCommons@Linfield, or with other stated terms 
(such as a Creative Commons license) indicated in the record and/or on the work itself. For more information, or if 
you have questions about permitted uses, please contact digitalcommons@linfield.edu. 
Pacific City Arts Association
   
La
un
ch
in
g 
th
ro
ug
h 
th
e 
Su
rf:
 T
he
 D
or
y 
Fl
ee
t o
f P
ac
ifi
c 
C
ity
Department of Theatre and Communication Arts
Linfield Jereld R. Nicholson Library
Linfield Center for the Northwest
Photos by Tyrone Marshall unless otherwise noted
Project Director
   Brenda DeVore Marshall
Project Collaborators—Faculty
   Janet Gupton
   Tyrone Marshall
   Jackson Miller
   Kathleen Spring
Project Collaborators—Students
   Casee Clark
   Cassidy Davis
   Daphne Dossett
   Chris Forrer
   Jennifer Layton
   Caitlyn Olson
   Stephanie Raso
   Andrea Snyder
   Whitney Weber
Project Assistants—Students
   Rhianna Bennett
   Mary Beth Jones
   Gabrielle Leif
   Alicia Schnell
Project Partners
Linfield Department of 
Theatre and Communication Arts
Linfield Jereld R. Nicholson 
Library 
Linfield Center for the Northwest
Pacific City Arts Association
Pacific City Dorymen’s Association
Dory Fleet Liaison
Dave Larkins
Exhibit Design
Tyrone Marshall
Brenda DeVore Marshall
© 2014 
Building a Dory
These images show Terry’s 
work bench with patterns 
and jigs hanging on pegs. 
These jigs facilitate the 
cutting of standard ele-
ments of the dory, saving 
time in the building process.
The bow stem leans against ribs that have 
been built prior to the assembly day. 
Each rib is unique to its specific location 
in the dory. The ribs have been notched 
along the bottom for the keelsons and 
along the sides for the chines, which will 
be added later in the building process. Eric nails through the plywood side to 
attach it to the ribs. Each side is made 
using three sheets of  plywood that have 
been joined together  with scarf  joints.
The port (left) and starboard (right) sides 
have been attached at the bow stem to 
form the front of the dory and at the 
transom, which forms the stern (rear) of 
the boat. Ribs will be placed about 14” apart 
starting at the aft (rear) and moving forward. 
All the ribs have been put in place, the sides have been 
nailed to the ribs, and epoxy has been applied. Straight 
edges are clamped along the side while the epoxy sets up. 
Annie checks the alignment along the bottom and side of 
the dory to ensure that the bottom is flat and straight. In a 
couple of days these straight edges will be taken off and be-
come the chines attached into the inside notches along both 
sides of the dory. The keelsons will be attached into the mid-
dle three rib notches running along the length of the bottom 
of the dory. These two elements provide strength and a sur-
face for atttaching the plywood that forms the dory’s bottom.
Terry checks the alignment of the ribs.
The image to the right provides a view of the con-
sole and the fish boxes. The fish boxes are placed 
on either side of the console with lids that act as 
seats, which can be removed easily to store the 
day’s catch. On each side a tray extends to the 
back of the dory for use as a surface to work on 
tackle. Storage areas are included below the trays.
Photo from the Schubert Moore Collection
Terry and his dad, Victor Learned, 
Jr., are building dory #54, the 
Wild Goose, in 1997. Terry helped 
his father construct dories in the 
old dairy barn on Resort Drive in 
Pacific City.  Terry continues the 
tradition and passes his knowledge 
to his daughters, Annie and Pam, 
and Pam’s husband, Eric Vickers. C
And the nailing begins!
The bottom of the dory consists of two layers of half-
inch, marine-grade plywood. Each layer uses two 
pieces that are offset so the seams don’t line up with each 
other. Once it is in place, epoxy is spread over the entire first 
layer. Then, the second layer is placed on top of it, 
lined up with the outside edge, and nailed in place.
Pam, Terry and Annie apply AeroMarine epoxy to the frame 
of the boat.  Once this has been completed the first layer of 
the bottom of the dory is attached to the framework. The im-
age provides a close-up view of two of the three keelsons.
Pam, Annie, and Eric are placing rib #3 in its position. With 
each rib the dory begins to straighten and take shape. A stick 
is placed along the top of the rib with a small spacer on each 
side where the clamps are placed. The spacer prevents the 
ribs from being drawn up to the outside edge of the plywood. 
Because  the  side  of  the  dory  angles  at twenty degrees, to 
avoid the possbility of developing a crack around the boat’s 
perimeter the ribs should line up with the inside  edge of the 
plywood. 
This photo provides a forward view of the dory during 
the construction process. On the starboard side, 
clamps train a board into the curve of the rail that 
runs from the bow deck to one rib back of the fish box. 
Dory # 82 (the Rehab) has been completed and is 
ready to head out the door. This image provides a view 
of everything from the transom and motor splash 
well at the rear of the dory to the console, fish boxes, 
and the bow deck with a storage compartment un-
derneath  it. The console eventually will be outfitted 
with steering components and other electronic gear.
